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CLAIMS : 


A method of forming a felt coi^ering for a ball, 
characterised by the steps of) forming a needlefelt 
comprising an entanglement oi-f±texes produced by 
needling a fibre batt in a/r4nge df angles 
including a plurality of a/n^les which are non- 
perpendicular to the surf LcB of/the batt, and 
cutting or otherwise sha^Lnq>^^Te--^ to 
form a blank adapted at partially to cover a 

ball. 


claim 1, characterised in 
5d during needling. 




A method as claimed 
that the batt is cu: 


A method as claimed! /in \claim 2 jtfherein the batt is 
moved longitudinal/l/ as >-str^in the needling 
process, characteirysed in that the batt is curved, 
in a longitudinairairection while being needled. 

A needle felt for a bal^ covering, said needlefelt 
being characterised ir/ that it comprises an 
entanglement of fibr/s formed by the needlef elting 
of a fibre batt pa^ed through a needlef elting 
machine having aV least one needleboard providing-, 
barbed needles /o penetrate said batt in a range 
of angles inc;i<iding a plurality of angles which 
are non- perpendicular with respect to the surface 
of the batt^ and in that said needlefelt is cut or 
otherwise/shaped to form a blank adapted at least 
partially to cover a ball. 


A needlefelt as claimed in claim 4, characterised 
in thkt during needling of the batt in the 
needlefelting machine the batt is curved in the 
direction of its travel through the needlefelting 
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11. 


A ne^dlefelt as claimed in claim 5, characterised 
in thkt the needleboard is correspondingly cuirved. 

A needlefelt as claimed in claim 4, characterised 
in that the needlef elting machine comprises two 
needleboards at respective locations which are 
mutually displaced along the direction of travel 
of the batt through the needlef elting machine. 

A needlef elt as claimed in claim 7, characterised 
in that the two needleboards are respectively 
disposed\to needle the batt from mutually opposite 
sides of \the batt . 

A needlefilt as claimed in claim 8 and wherein the 
needlef elt\ incorporates a scrim, characterised in 
that the first of said two needleboards in the 
direction cif travel of the batt through the 
needlef eltihg machine is disposed to needle the 
layered combination of batt and scrim from the 
side oppositle to the scrim. 

A needlef elt as claimed in jclaim 3, characterised 
in that prior to being a^eed^ed, the batt is 
subjected to a preliminary (Consolidation and fibre 
entanglement in a pre-r/eftd/ing machine. 


A needlefelt as clai 
in that while being 
pre -needling machine 
direction of tra4 
machine . 


12 . A needlefelt a 



0, characterised 
olidated in the 
curved in its 
pre -needling 


imed in claim 4, characterised 


« 


17 


1 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 
20 
21 

!2 


in the ball is a resili 


13. A needlefelt as cl 
in that said ba 




ollow ball. 


claim 12, characterised 
ennis ball . 



elt-covered ball, characterised in that the 
ball is covered by a need/efelt produced by the 
method as claimed in cla4m 1. 

A felt-covered ball , Characterised in that the 
ball is covered by /needlefelt as claimed in 
claim 4 . 

19. A felt-covered ball as claimed in claim 17 or in 
claim 18, characterised in that the ball is a 
tennis ball. 

20. A needlefaa4 acclaimed in claim 4, characterised 
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in that prior to being needled, the batt is 
subjected to a/ preliminary consolidation and fibre 
entanglement in a pre-needling machine. 


21. A needlefHlt 
in that w 5: 


;laimed in claim 20, characterised 
Ibeing partially consolidated in the 
pre-needling/ nlachine, the batt is curved in its 
direction o^ travel through the pre-needling 
machine . 
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